
John Timberlake  1930 – 2018 

 
The Club is very sad to report the death of  John Timberlake. He was taken into hospital in the early 

hours of Tuesday morning, 30th January 2018. He passed away the following Friday evening. 

Our thoughts are with Sylvia and their sons Peter, Mark and Michael 

 

John served the Mayfield Duplicate Bridge Club loyally as Chairman for 20 years, retiring in 2004.  

He steered the Club through its transition from ‘Proprietary’ to ‘Members Club’ status in 1984.  

John was a very accomplished player, winning many of our Cup competitions over the years, usually 

in partnership with his wife Sylvia.  He reached the lifetime rank of Premier Life Master. 

Nationally, John won the 1992 Senior Swiss Teams Championship playing with Sylvia, Geoff Cronin, 

and Mike Cashman. 

Reminiscing with John about ‘the old days’ a few years ago, he summarized his own bridge history in 

an email to me as follows; 

  

“I learnt bridge in 1939 when my parents (living in Garratts Lane Banstead) had a regular Sat night 

game in the blackout with me partnering a chap called Hal Smyth.  It taught me the rudiments of 

bidding and card play.  Other friends that my parents played with were Bert & Kath Coward, Dudley 

& Phil Freshwater, and Charles (who lived in Winkworth Road).  Dicky Phillips played with Lundie 

Rees then and they were livid when pipped out of winning the County Pairs by my parents around 

1948.   

When I got to Cambridge, after school and two years in the Army, I joined the University Bridge Club 

and was very fortunate to have two Camrose players in the same college (Trinity) - Peter 

Swinnerton-Dyer, a don, and Julian Beale (younger brother of Martin of Scicon fame).   

They taught me Vienna for disciplined bidding and later Acol, and I played against Oxford twice, 

being the President in my last year.  After that it was work, marriage and 3 kids, and Iran until 1979.   

 

I'd taught Sylvia to play (and she was a natural) and she began duplicate in 1975 at the American 

Women's Club in Tehran with another wife and she won first time out.   

Returning after the Revolution, and back in Cheam, I joined the London Duplicate Club and met Alan 

Bailey and, also wanting a local club, I phoned Dicky who said ‘the Mayfield’.  Other top names were 

Nicky Grenfell, John Rolls etc.  In 1984, Kath gave up and I became Chairman of the new club - the 

rest is history.” 

 

John also excelled at Tennis and Croquet. 

Tennis; He won the Surrey Junior Boys' doubles title in 1948, and played for Cambridge University in 

the early 1950s. He was a Wimbledon Centre Court umpire for 30 years. 

Croquet; He Played for England against Switzerland in 2008 and 2009 and he won the prestigious 

Hurlingham Wine Coolers (with Mike Hann) in 2010. 

Roger Morton 7/2/2018 


